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Verb Tenses
In order to form verb tense (which expresses time), you need to know the following verb forms and their rules.
There are five verb forms: the base (root) form, the s-form, the present participle, the past form, and the past participle.
The basic form or root 
This form is listed in the dictionary and is usually identical to the first person singular form of the simple present tense (except in the case of the verb “to be”):

walk 

grow 
think 

sing 

paint 

dance

The s-form

Except with be and have, the s-form consists of the base form plus –s or –es. This form indications action in the present for third-person singular subjects such as he, she, it, this, anyone, everyone, or someone.




walks 

grows




thinks 

sings
paints 

dances
The present participle

To form the present participle, add “–ing” to the basic form of the verb:
walking
 growing 

thinking 
singing 

painting 
dancing

Note that you cannot use the present participle as a predicate unless you use an auxiliary verb with it. You will often use the present participle as a modifier.

Incorrect:  I walking to the store.

Correct:  I am walking to the store.

The past form

The past form of verbs is a little trickier.  If the verb is regular you can create the past form by adding “–ed,” “–d,” or “–t” to the present form. 
walked
 
grew 

thought 
sang 
painted 
danced

In many cases, you should also double terminal consonants before adding “–ed”:

drag becomes dragged.

The past participle of regular verbs is usually identical to the past form:
walked 
grown 

thought 
sung 
painted 
danced

Irregular Verbs
Irregular verbs form the past participle and the past form without “–(e)d” or “–t” 
Frequently, their past form and past participle are different. For example, the past form of the verb “break” is “broke” and the past participle is "broken".

Here are a few examples of irregular verbs: 

awake awoke or awaked, awaked or awoken 

awaken awakened, awakened 

beat beat, beaten or beat 

be was, been 
become became, become 
begin began, begun 

You will have to memorize the rest of the irregular verbs which can be found here:

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/605/01/

