WANTED: Excellent teachers for First-Year Seminars (ACP 101) 
for Fall 2014
Our new freshmen students expect the best from RU, and we hope to give it to them in the First-Year Seminar courses (ACP 101). If you’ve ever considered teaching in our First-Year Seminars, keep reading. 
For Fall 2014 (yes. A year away), we’ll offer three versions of First-Year Seminar: our traditional common-content sections, our team-taught sections piloted this fall, and a new experiment with faculty-proposed sections, to offer faculty the opportunity to teach in their own interest areas. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please let me know if you’d like to teach a First-Year Seminar by completing the attached form and returning it to me by Friday, Oct. 18, either by email or through campus mail. 
Here are details on the options available for the First-Year Seminar: 
Faculty-proposed sections of First-Year Seminar:  For the first time, we offer faculty the opportunity teach a themed version of First-Year Seminar reflecting their own scholarship, pedagogy or other interests. This responds to faculty requests for more flexibility in the theme for First-Year Seminar sections. Faculty-proposed sections will use texts or other readings in place of the common reading for First-Year Seminar, but these faculty also will collaborate with other faculty to devise assignments that can be used across First-Year Seminars, regardless of content. Considerable orientation and support will be available for faculty for these seminars.  Four to six themed sections will be offered. 
Team-taught sections of First-Year Seminar:  We’re piloting four sections of team-taught First-Year Seminar sections this term, with a full-time student services administrator paired with a full-time faculty member. The idea behind the piloted courses is to meld the best of first-year seminars that focus exclusively on “college 101” topics with our emphasis on common content.  The addition of student services personnel is meant to get students comfortable with the idea of engagement with the university and their community and also aid in student academic and social support. The academic content of these courses follows the common-content format, below. We’ll pilot four sections again in 2014. 
Common-content sections of First-Year Seminar:  This year’s common reading for First-Year Seminars is The Warmth of Other Suns, by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Isabel Wilkerson. Instructors as a group will determine next year’s common reading, decide several common assignments, share syllabi, determine the student engagement portion of the class and generally collaborate to assure students have a similar experience across sections. Considerable orientation and support are available for instructors, including multiple orientation sessions. All common-content sections are assigned a student peer mentor who assists faculty members with engagement projects and class excursions, and also acts as a mentor to students. 
Interested? Complete the attached application if you would like to teach a First-Year Seminar section of any kind or email me with the information requested. In the weeks before the Fall 2014 schedules are due (early November), we’ll contact department chairs and deans to determine faculty availability for our First-Year Seminar sections.  Please email your interest in teaching a First-Year Seminar by Friday, Oct. 18. 
We look forward to hearing from you, 
Linda Jones and the First-Year Seminar Advisory Group



Interested in teaching a First-Year Seminar?

Name _______________________________________________________________________________________
Department/college _________________________________________________________________________
Email address ___________________________________________ Phone _____________________________

I would be interested in (check all that interest you): 
· Teaching a common-content seminar (common reading, common assignments)
· Pairing up with a student services administrator in teaching (common reading, common assignments)
· Teaching a seminar in my own academic area or in another interest area (course-specific reading with assignments parallel to others in First-Year Seminars). 
If you wish to teach a First-Year Seminar in your own discipline or in another area of interest to you, please describe it in no more than 100 to 150 words. First-Year Seminar classes should be related to the university’s mission, must include student engagement in the university and the community, and must be appropriate for students entering college for the first time. 
The First-Year Seminar Advisory Group will review proposals and will ask faculty whose proposals are selected for Fall 2014 to provide an expanded description of the course, including readings and assignments, in Spring 2014. Decisions will be made by Oct. 28. 
Email this form or the information requested to ljones@roosevelt.edu or send to Linda Jones, 1751-Tower, AUD. 
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