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Interview with Anna Mae Mal osky

by Elizabeth Bal anoff

March 6,

1984

This is an interview with Anna Mae Mal osky. Can you
tell me where you were born?

| was born in Yatesville, Pennsylvania on March 2,
1899.

Ckay and where was your husband fron? WAs he from
t he sanme town?

No he was not fromthe same town. He was a next door

nei ghbor. They noved next door to us nmaybe four years before

we were married.

And what was his name?

Ceor ge. He was born in Pl ynouth.

Then his famly noved next door to you?

Yes, they lived there as near as | can renenber about
four or five years before we were marri ed.

What did your father do?

My father was a coal m ner

And your husband's famly, were they coal mners,
t oo?

My husband's father was a coal mner and he was very
seriously burned in the nmines. \Wen we were first married

his father was burned in the nmines and was very very bad, very



seriously disfigured, but he canme out of it alright. He
lived quite a few years after

Was his father able to work again?

Yes but he had a lighter job in the mnes. And he was
his step father and of course | didn't know his right father
but I think as near as | renenber hearing himsay his father
was a mner, too.

Were your fathers union nmenbers?

That would go too far back, but ny father died when he
was 63 years old and he had m ner's asthnma.

Ch -- the black lung disease?

No, it wasn't that type. He worked in the mnes --he
was what they called a rock contractor. He worked on rock and
there was nore dust in that than there was in the coal. This I
used to hear in ny home because | was about fourteen years old
when ny father died. And he had mner's asthma for about
twenty years before he died.

And he still kept working?

No, he couldn't work. In fact he could hardly wal k
across the floor he had it so bad. H's was different-- well a
lot like the enphysema, too, a lot like it and yet a |ot
different.

Were there very many miners you remenber who were il
like that fromworking in the mnes?

Ch the majority of people around there did have it but

people paid no attention to it. [t was just a common thing,



see. This little towm where | was born, nmpst of the people

around there were ol der people. In ny famly there was eight
children and I was the youngest. Bet ween ny sister and |
there was twenty years, the older sister. Bet ween the

brother next to me there was thirteen years but ny nother had

| ost two children in between us. | was the baby in the famly
and therefore | guess nmaybe until | got married | didn't know
too nmuch about it. M father was sick, that was about all |
knew.

As |ong as you coul d renenber?

As long as | could renmenber, yes. He used to have
this -- they called it a Shiffman's Asthma Cure, that he used
to put on a saucer. He'd take a teaspoon full and put it on a
saucer and light it and then he'd throw this cover over his
head and inhale those funes and that would help himto raise
ths mucous, which of course doctors today wll give you
nmedi cation to do. In those days they didn't know about that.

But they did have sonething they could use to ease
it alittle?

They had that and | remenber ny ol der sister, she was
very much opposed to nmy father using that. She didn't |ike
it, for what reason | wouldn't know, but she lived with a
doctor and she had, | guess, little ideas. But ny father
conti nued al ways. He'd use that two or three tines a day and
when he'd use it he'd feel better for a period of tinme. But

like | say he couldn't do any manual |abor of any kind, a



little light work. It was nothing for ny father to be washing
t he di shes or just sonme light work in the house like that.
Wien they started to build their hone --the only way
| could describe it when they started it seemed to nme it should
have been a large part and then a snall part for the kitchen
and then so on. Well | often heard nmy nother tell how when
they were working at that she used to carry the big rocks from
back in the woods in her ginghamapron, a lap full of rocks and
carry them And they got the snall part of this house built
and that's when ny father really took sick worse than any

other time and they never did get the large part built. Hi s

health wouldn't permt it. But of course after | was
married, well ny father was dead, he died before | was
marri ed. ["'mtrying to think of dates but | can't too well.

| do know that ny youngest girl that's in Florida, she was born
in 1919 and she was born in the course of the strike.

Was this a mne strike in 19197

Yes, 1919. And the thing | remenber about that, now
ny husband wasn't too active. He was just beginning to get
active at that time and he was involved in this strike but
nothing that I would particularly renenber. But Franny was
born, | renenber very well that the union nmenbers had pretty
much what they do today when they're on strike. They had
baskets and they'd bring the baskets or send themto the hones
of the striking mners. | renenber one of them com ng to our

house when Franny was a baby and she'll be sixty-two years old



next month.

Then you got a basket from the union.

Yes, then fromthen on it was just good and bad.

Dd they win that strike or do you renenber?

They nust have got satisfaction, let's put it that
way. They would have had to have satisfaction or they
woul dn't have gone back to worKk.

What mne did your husband work for?

He worked at the Ewen Colliery and he was president of
the Ewen Local for several years. Then all this time as the
years were passing, | renenber that we noved away from
Yatesville and noved into West Pittston and that's really
where he was the nost active.

And he was president of the |ocal at Ewen?

It was what they called the Ewen shaft but it involved
several breakers which of course involved the mnes. My
husband, | don't know this but | heard his nother tell it, he
went to work in the mnes when he was only seven years ol d.
Now wait a mnute I'"'mwong about that, he went to work in the
br eaker.

He was a breaker boy! They pulled out the slate and
rock fromthe coal falling down a chute.

Right, he used to sit and when the coal would cone
like in an assenbly line they'd have to pick rock out and |eave
the coal go through to the cars. That was when he was seven

and when he was el even he went in the m nes.



So he'd been a mner already for a long tinme before
you married him

No, he got his mning papers in 1917, we were married
in 1916. But they were mning papers. He had worked in the
m nes for a good many years.

That nmeant he was a full fledged m ner.

Yes.

And before that he had what? Lower jobs?

He was not a mner, he was a |aborer because in the
mnes in those days a | aborer could not use any dynamite. The
m ner would have to drill the holes and fill them wth
dynamte and |ight them and then get away fromthere. That
would fire and bring the coal for them

What woul d you have to do to get m ning papers?

You'd have to go to the courthouse and you had to take
soneone to identify you. I think I have his mning papers at
hone. Because you see when | applied for the Black Lung in
1969 | had quite a tine even though, as we said at the tine, he
had been roughly over forty years in the mnes and they
questioned ne as to whether | had the proof. | had his mning
papers and things like that but | had to produce all that and
also go before what they called the Conciliation Board.
Through ny sister, who had passed away in the neantime, her
attorney knew ny famly and he said he would do what he could
to help ne to get this Black Lung. It became a law and | guess

as soon as it becane a law there were thousands of



applications because that was all there was around in that
vicinity at the tine. In the nmeantinme before | got it ny
husband di ed. He never lived to see any benefits.

Did you get any benefits fromit? Wre youentitled
to noney conpensation of any kind?

| get it now, | get the Black Lung now, it's a pension
every nonth, the Black Lung pension. About a year before he
di ed, through sone friends of mne we heard that they were
paying a mner's benefit but you had to apply by a certain
tine. W heard about it when we went back thereto visit ny
daught er. | was always the one that had to sort of take the
bull by the horns. Anything |I'd say was okay with him but I
was the one that'd have to do it. | was thirteen nonths
trying to get that, then he died in the neantimne. Then | got a
check for $75.00 a nonth retroactive for one year but that
st opped when he di ed. In the meantime this Black Lung |aw was
passed which is a different thing altogether. Then it was
about three years after that was passed before |I got any
satisfaction on that but then | did get it.

Did you have to use a lawer to get it?

Yes.

In both cases?

Really | didn't use a lawer except to just acconmpany
me because | had all the papers, | had all the proper
identification and proof and of course everyone who knew him

even the nen who were on this Board that | had to appear



before, they knew him and they knew he had it. | remenber the
day | went back there | went back with sone papers that |
t hought | mght need and on our way back -- | was with ny
daughter, my son had been down there -- and on the way back we
passed each other and we stopped and nmy son got out and he
said, "Mm | was talking to,” and he nentioned this
particular man, "and he wants you to have certain papers
(whi chever they were) and go down to the Social Security
office in Wlkes Barre." So we turned around and cane back
and | got all those papers. The following day was on a
Saturday and they were not normally open but for sone reason
or another | took all these papers that they said I'd need and
| spread them all over the counter and this man |ooked the mal
over and he took a lot of stuff down. | said, "Do you think
' 11 possibly get that?" And he said, "Wl surely by the
| ooks of this you're deserving of it." And that was the |ast
that | ever heard until | was notified that | was eligible.
How ol d was your husband when he di ed?
Seventy-five.
And how | ong had he been sick with that Bl ack Lung?
Vel | he had had that for years. [t was just slow, it
shortens the breath but it's sonething that in those days you
didn't pay too nuch attention to. You were just short of
breath. And today if you went to a doctor |ike that they
would right away say it was your heart, | think. But as he got

ol der and when we cane out here he got work. Now he was
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W thout work so |ong back there that we cane on out here.
He got work at Singers and he was only there six nonths and

they had a lay-off. That was in "44 | think, the last part of

"44 and the war was over in '45. ~ Well in the nmeantinme he was
laid off. Then he went to the General Electric and he got a
j ob there. He was only there -- he was in on all the layoffs

because he didn't have no seniority. And the |last place he
wor kedwas Si korskys and he was there a little over ten years.
Meanwhi |l e they had sent for himat GE. but | had just cone in
from the hospital. W lived over on Palisade Avenue here and
| called the man whose signature was at the bottom of the
tel egramthat was delivered by a boy. | called himand told
himthe story and he said, "Wll tell George to stay at
Si kor skys because he's a very good enpl oyee and we like hima
ot but if he cones back he'd have to get out when he's sixty-
five, where at Sikorskys he can work until he's sixty-eight.
He worked until he was sixty-seven and in the nmean tinme they
had changed the | aw and he had to | eave when he was sixty-
seven.

He was the same for years but as soon as he was retired
he began to get worse. That's why | say | think the worst
thing they can do with anybody is to retire themif they're
able to work, but of course that's the |aw

Now |l et's go back to the early days of the union.

| got too far ahead.

No, that's quite alright. That's val uabl e
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material, | want that too.

Wl |l he worked at Sikorskys, that was his |ast job.
But he was, oh | can't recall how many years he was unenpl oyed
back there by the coal m nes. Let nme see now, George was born
in '35 and he was out of work then and previous to that. It
seens to nme that ny husband was out of work for about ten
years.

Al'l at one stretch or off and on?

Mostly at one stretch because you see after these
strikes, then whoever was on strike when they'd go back after
the strikewas settled, whether it was favorableor not, they
woul d get their job back but there would be discrimnation
They woul d di scrim nate agai nst them and ease them out.

Fi nd sonme excuse.

Right. And wherever ny husband went, about all he
had to say was his nane and he was out of a job

Bl ackl i sted, in other words.

They called it back there "blackballed".

Wien did that begin? Wen did he realize that he was
bl ackbal | ed?

Ch right al ong. He knew that's what woul d happen
Al during the course of these strikes that they would have
and there was not only one, you know, there was nany. Sore of
them would be short and sone of them would be long. It
depended really on the union and how nmuch noney they had as

union funds to be able to take care of these men because the



majority of these men they would break.

| renenber when Ceorge was a baby, now he's fifty
years old and when he was a baby he got work over at the -- |
can't think of the nane. But someone was talking -- or did |
see sonething on the tv. They were tal king about the conpany
stores. And when he got a job over there we went to the
conpany store and it was just like | heard that description,
"I owe it all to the conpany store.” Honestly the few dollars
that they'd make, you'd go to the conpany store to inquire
about what you had charged and what was comng to you and you'd
be very lucky if you didn't owe them five or ten dollars. |
remenber this big gray store, such a gloony |ooking place and
you'd go in there and you'd see so many things and they'd | ook
so good to you but they'd be so expensive. They'd triple the
prices on you, anything, either food or clothing. But he
didn't last very long on that job. Like |I say, as soon as they
found out he was CGeorge Mal osky he was out. He was eased out
in sone way.

And nmean while, like | say, CGeorge was a baby when
this new union was started. That was the Anthracite M ners,
that was the beginning of this struggle that we spoke of.
And they were going to breakaway from the United M neworkers.
Previous to that, when he was in the United M neworkers and
just going along naturally, fighting and what not, they woul d
have their conventions in Indianapolis and he was al ways one

of the ones that went to those conventi ons. That's where |
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used to hear the stories about Mther Jones and John L. Lew s.
| saw John L. Lewis but | used to hear the story about how ny
husband pulled the chair over and stood on the chair and shook
his fist in John L. Lewis's face.

Tell me about that.

He was a real fighter. Well didn't see that but I
heard about it and the men that were with himverified it. He
got a big laugh out of it, of course. For himit was nothing.

Your husband was a short man and John L. Lewis a big
one?

(to another person listening) You' ve seen Ceorgie.

Well he's a dead ringer for his father in size. He's very

short. John L. Lewis was, | guess, six foot and they used to
say he was like a big bull. WIlIl that was at one of the
conventions with the United Mne Wrkers. Al | knew then

was what they'd |augh and tal k about around the table over
cof fee or sonet hing.

So he stood on a chair.

He was a real fighter, ny husband was, for the working
man. He woul d have given his life for the working man, which
I, in one sense of the word well when | was trying to get the
Bl ack Lung, | used to get so angry. He died just as naturally
as if he went out on a battle field and died, he died for that
cause because he got that disease and it killed himand all for
t he sake, too, of the union.

Wiat did he say about John L. Lewis. Wiat was his
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opi nion of John L. Lew s?

Well John L. Lewis at one tinme | think that they al
had a |l ot of respect for him But |ike everything else |
think John L. Lewis -- he was a fighter, he got a lot for the
working man -- but he got a little bit different after while.

You nean he stopped caring?

St opped caring, that would be about the way to put it.
Still he was a good man but they wanted to break away.
What ever their differences were they wanted to get away from
John L. Lewis and the United M ne Wrkers of Anmerica so they
formed this organization. They called it the United
Anthracite Mners of Pennsylvania and they had about 28,000
of the menbership. Al these nmenbers were contributing by a
coupon in sone way. | don't understand it even now, | didn't
bother with it at the time. Then the conpany was to honor
t hese coupons and give that noney to the fund, which ever
union they were trying to organi ze, but the conpany woul dn't
so they didn't have noney to fight wth. But | renenber a
coupl e of parades they had back there and ny goodness the
streets were nobbed with people. It was during that tine
that the nost of this strife went on that was real bad for
awhi | e.

That's one of the main things | want to hear about.

That was the one incident that is down in ny mnd and,
just like | said, | got the names twisted up and there's sone

things about it that I know existed but | can't quite repeat
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t hem because |I'm not too sure. But the main thing was that
this day when | was in the store on Sunday norning, Easter
Sunday, that sone one cane in and asked me had we received a box
fromthe mail man or delivery man

They delivered mail on Sundays then?

Yes, at that tine they did. | took off and went on
back hone. It was just a short distance and he was in the back
yard busy and paid no attention, just |aughed when | told him
He was a great one for that, he wouldn't listen to any gossip.
He didn't want to hear anything about anyone in no shape or
form  Good or bad, you don't talk about people. It was
shortly after that that we found out the real story. The
package had been delivered to Tom Mal oney, who was president
of that new union.

The Anthracite union?

Yes and ny husband was state vice president. Now
what that involved | don't know but that's the words | used to
hear. And they would work for whatever they could pick up,
just a pittance. | remenber CGeorgie was a baby then and it
was rough. He woul d come home with ten or fifteen dollars on
a Saturday and they would have collected that in sonme way
wi thout these coupons being honored. Then after they'd pay
the rent on the offices that they had and so on |ike that, pay
their expenses, they'd divide it up anong the officers and
there'd be ten or fifteen, maybe twenty dollars would be the

nmost. And it used to seemlike a fortune, you know.
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Now what about the box?

He opened it, Tomtook the box and opened it, went to
the table, put the box on the table and |ike one of those
little ones | imagine would clanmber right up on a chair to see
what was in the box. And of course when he opened the box that
was it. The child died and he died and the daughter, her face
was badly, badly disfigured. The nother was upstairs in bed.
She had pneunonia and that was the reason she escaped injury.

Has there been another box intended for you?

No, it was just the people when they got w nd that
this was happening, they thought that George would get one,
t 00.

Ch, | see, they had already heard about this.

They surm sed that George would get one, too, yes.

Was there any indication where the box cane fronf
Did they think it was from the conpany or from the other union?

Vell, I'Il tell you what the general thought is, and
no one could prove this, but the general thought is it could
have conme from -- now this man Fugnan was a uni on nenber

Fugman was the one who sent it?

He was a union nenber.

Whi ch uni on?

The new union but you see by that time these men were
beconming a little bit tired of striking and being w th nothing
and a little noney was quite a tenptation. And the higher

ups, the contractors, just like the Mafia today, they would



pay any amount to a little guy to go out and do this job on this
guy or that guy.

So they did know who the package cane fronf®

They got the man but | can't give you anything
definite on that man. There might be a time when | can get
down there that | could find sonmething out but | doubt it.

Did he have a trial? Do you know?

Ch yes, a long trial and a lot of dissension and talk
and everything but | cannot recall whether he got the chair or
not . | cannot recall that.

D d your husband stick with that union after that
i nci dent ?

After while the union broke up. They could see there
was no use trying because they couldn't fight any |onger.
The nen were gradual ly going back to work.

Was it after that then that he had this Iong period of
unenpl oynent ?

Oh yes, and even during that a great deal of the tine
he didn't work in the m nes.

Were there any other incidents |Iike the one you
descri bed?

| don't know all the particulars but | know of them
happeni ng. There was one where Al ec Canpbell was nurdered.
Wien he was on the way honme from the union neeting, when he
went upon his front porch he went to open his front door and a

bonb expl oded and killed him
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Was he an officer, too?

Yes, a very active union nmenber -- of the United M ne
Wrkers at that time. See, that was a little before the
anthracite mners tried to break away. Alec Canpbell was
killed and Johnny R ley was com ng home in his car, got out of
his car and was shot down.

What was his connection?

He was connected with the United M ne Wrkers, the

same way. You see the coal conpanies were trying to break the

uni on.

So those incidents were generally blanmed on the
conpany.

On the conpanies, but of course you didn't know that.
There was absolutely no proof of that. And like | say there

was a lot of those men that could have belonged to either one
of those unions, that a little nmoney would tenpt them and they
woul dn't really be doing too nuch. Ch, of course if they took
alife they would be doing too nuch for them if they had
anyone to deal with |ike ny husband. | think that man sure
was brave and | certainly couldn't lie about him But | think
if they came to ny husband and said George there's $50, 000. 00
to do this or do that, he wouldn't. Hs children suffered, |
suffered. W just had the two girls.

| renmenber one little incident that sort of mellowed
hima little bit. | remenber one night when we were talking

in the living room |t night have been a year before he died.
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He got up fromthe sofa and he was going out to the bathroom and
he stood in the door way. W were just talking pretty nuch

like we're tal king now and he stood in the doorway and he

turned around and said tonme, "Anna Mae, |I'd do the sane thing
over again but | couldn't do it. The reason | changed is not
because | want to change but because | can't do any
different.”" He was sick.

And tired, but his spirit was still the sane.

His spirt was the same and he would fight no natter
what, he would fight. | remenber when he was lying in his
casket, there was these two nen that worked with himin both
unions, the United Mne Wrkers, and when they tried to break
away the Anthracite Wrkers. There was two of them and they
came up to the funeral hone and it had been years. W had cone
out here, you know, and everything. \Wen they cone over to ne
| was quite inpressed that they'd come and the one fellow said
to me, "You know, Ms. Milosky, we went through a |ot
together, this fellow and me, and | said when we went through
it the last time that if | ever got the opportunity | would
take care of nyself." And he said, "I had the opportunity and
| took it." In other words, | took graft. But he was big
enough to admt it. He said, “I've got a big hone, a nice
hone. I"ve got nice cars and ny children are in coll ege.
But," he said, "there's a guy there who took his principles to
his grave with him"

That's probably the best kind of nenorial he could
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have.

And | renenber | turned around to Georgie and | said,
"Did you hear what he said, Ceorgie?"

Do any of your children belong to the union?

No, ny girls are married and nmy son -- no. In the
banks they didn't have unions. Maybe if they had a union in
t he bank.

Did you want to tell ne about another incident when
your husband was in the m nes?

Yes, he was the | aborer and the other man was the
m ner and he saw his buddy killed with a falling rock right
just alongside of him And it done an awful lot to him And
he had a brother that saw the same thing in another nmine. You
see, there you were. The conpany, they give the w dow
$/ O, 000 00 and that was it.

Wul d they give her that much?

Usually. W had a very good friend, Joe Wayl on and
his wfe. They were very good friends of ours when we were
younger and they were upto our house this night. He was such
a nice person, great big six foot, only a young fellow, you
know, | guess around thirty years old at that time. They said

sonet hi ng about they had to go hone. She was Irish and he

wasn't and he used to mmnmc her. He said, "Well honey, |
guess it's time we was going. | got to get up for work
tonorrow norning." The next norning at nine o' clock the word

cane up and it went like wild fire that Joe Waylon was killed
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with a falling rock. The next norning at nine o' clock. They
just left our house that night, it was rather sad, you know.

What nationalities were there, there? You
mentioned Irish and Italian. \What else?

There really was a little bit of everything.

Alittle United Nations there?

Wiere | was born it was all like -- ny nother was
Scotch and ny father was English. And we had a little
Met hodi st Church there. That's the way | was raised. Ther e
were no other churches there at the tine. Then it was very
well built up wth Italians, | think. But the next little
town down was Irish, all Irish. Wen you got down to the city
it was a m xture. But that isn't where | lived when | canme out
here. | lived in West Pittston which was across the river and
pretty well the Anmericanized people, you know.

Was there any hostility between these national
groups or did they work together pretty well?

There was hostility. In fact | got a cousin who was
shot . | never knew him | just knew of him In Brown Town,
that was the name of this litle Irishtown, and Yatesville was
alittle Protestant town. But it seenms that this cousin of
m ne had been seeing a girl from Brown Town.

And the Brown Town fellows didn't approve?

That's right. He was com ng hone one night and he
sat down under this big tree on the way hone and that's where

he was shot. He was killed, shot to death. Yeah, there was a



pR|

ot of hostility there at that tine. Even in ny day just
before I was married a fellow from down town would hesitate to
go up to Yatesville to see a girl because he had to go through
Brown Town.

Was the union |eadership mainly from the ol der

groups, rather than the newconers?

Yes, I'd say it was. It didn't seemthere was as mnuch
youth in the country in those days as there is today. it
really didn'" t. | seemto renenber everybody as nmy age new.

You nentioned that your husband got along very well
with the Italians. They were very |oyal.

Very loyal to him

Did the group that was breaking away from the UWV --
were there any differences between those who were breaking
away and those who were staying in terms of how well they got
along with all ethnic groups?

No, it could be one class of one group with one class
of another and they'd be very good friends. But then there'd
cone another group, they were enem es It was all m xed up
But this group that used to be around where we cane from it
was about five or six little tows and they all seened to band
t oget her. But then you go down to the city, down to WIKkes-
Barre, and they were fromnore or less all but they were all
| OO% to break away from Lew s. But, like I say, it was |ack of
funds that broke it up. Then all these people, and you

couldn't blane them all these nen that were on stri ke and
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wanted this new union, they all eventually went back to the
United M ne Workers. Not my husband! Wen we cane out here
the first thing he done was | ook for the union when he got a
j ob. He joined the union and paid his dues. | don't know how
many cards |'ve got.

He was union through and through.

Right and | often heard his nother tal k about it.
Now ny folks, ny famly, | never heard that in ny fanily. But
in his famly, his nmother was sort of a peasantlike person, a
sweet old thing, but very rough and hard, you know. Ch ny,
she'd go out into the potato fields and dig the potatoes, you
know, where ny nother was nore for the house.

What nationality were his people?

Polish, but often times she'd tell of one of the
strikes. I can recall when the girls was small we'd go down
there for the evening or sonmething and she'd tell the stories
and she'd m nce no words. She was just |ike the southern
strikers that you see on tv, you know. And she'd tell about
putting bricks in their dinner pails and stuff like that, you
know, strike breakers. And I'mtelling you, Lord knows if
any of themwoul d cross a picket |line these days. Wen | see
sone of the pictues on tv today about crossing the picket |ine
I just think to nyself it's funny, isn't it. They' || even
di scussit, talk about it. W wouldn't, we wouldn't! [f you
were in that territory and you crossed that picket |ine, naybe

they woul dn't harm you but you had no nore friends. But t hat
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was a terrible thing with that famly that was w ped out with
t hat Easter bonbing. I was often surprised. Earlier years
when we cane out here -- see |'mout here forty-one years --
and | often inquired if there were no books or anything out
here about it but | never found any. No one seens to have
heard it.

How did you feel, as a wife, about your husband giving
so nuch for the union? You mentiioned earlier, off the tape,
t hat one of the hardest tines was when he was in jail.

That was when the strike was going on and this judge
i ssued orders, Judge Valentine. He issued orders that they
shoul d break the strike, go back to work and they refused to do
it. Then this judge, his car was parked in front of the bank
in WIlkes-Barre one norning and his daughter had the car
instead of he and the car was bonbed.

Was she killed?

She wasn't killed but she was injured. It was in and
around that tinme there were twenty-eight nmen of the |eaders,
nore or less, and this judge had cited themfor contenpt for
not calling the strike off and they were sentenced to a termin
county jail and they went down there. Now as far as the nen
were concerned, | think | can truthfully say that the nen were
having a good tinme. The wives used to bring boxes of goodies
down to them every Saturday, you know.

But before they were put in jail Pearl was over in the

hospital. Wien she was twelve years old she was operated on
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for appendicitis. I had a brother living with ne, about
forty-eight, forty nine years old, and ny son who was a baby.
He was in ny arms. And this particular day | said to ny
brot her, "Take the baby out for a little walk and while you're
gone |I'Il get the rest of the work done up and I'm going to take
this box, (It was cupcakes |I'd made.) |I'm going to take the box
down to George." So ny brother went out with the little one
and he come back shortly after and he said, "I don't feel good,
Anna Mae, | feel sick and nmy throat hurts.” So | said, "Well
if you can manage it for just a couple of nmore mnutes.”" | was
washing up the kitchen floor down on ny hands and knees. No
mops in them days, that's where | got ny house naid s knee. So
anyhow he went on upstairs to his room

Pear| had mean while been operated on and cane home
and was on the sofa. And Franny, there was about three and a
hal f years between them Poor little Franny, it was go
downstairs and get an egg. Pearl had to use |ot of eggnogs.
This nurse had told me there was a spot on her |ung. Pear |
couldn't get the eggnogs down but Franny would bring up two
eggs. And you know if you got the eggs you were |ucky, too.

Anyhow ny brother went up to bed and I didn't get
down to the jail with the box that afternoon. Around six
o' clock I called the doctor because ny brother felt worse.
The doctor cone up and he I ooked at him  Franny cone upstairs
and | had the little one in ny arns, Pearl was on the sofa.

And the doctor said to nme, "How many children do you have?" |
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said, "Three," and he said, "Wll take them downstairs and

keep them down there, this man has diptheria." | guess you
don't realize what it neans or what. He said, "I'll be back
in an hour and 1'Il give you the shots.”" So he gave ny brother
24,000 units. | had ten and the baby had ten. The two girls

didn't need them because they had themin school and they say
they take effect for seven years so we didn't give them none.
But 1'Il never forget. They didn't feel too much worse than
they feel right now But trying to hold that baby in ny arns
with that diptheria toxin or whatever they call it, well that
was about the worst. But we got over that and ny brother went
into Phil adel phia and had his tonsils out and he got al ong
fairly good.

In the nmean tinme | was notified that there was an
opening at South Muntain Sanitarium for Pearl with the so-
called spot on her lung. Like | say this all took a little bit
of tine. They were released fromthe jail. The whol e group
had to go to Harrisburg to talk to the governor about the
strike issue. And | can't renenber who the governor was at
that tine. Any how they were going to go to Harrisburg and we
were notified that we could take Pearl down to South Muntai n.
Vell we didn't know how we were going to get there. So one of
the nen that was active in the union had a little old jitney.
He took us down and we left Pearl. \Wen the nurse saw Pearl
and heard the story she said you' d better |eave the two of

t hem Leave Franny, too, because she's been sleeping with
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her. So we left the two children. Well through those
nmountains | cried. It was thundering and I|ightning and
raining. Ch dear, it was terrible. The only thing | had for
confort was that when I got home this friend of mne was taking
care of the baby and | think if I didn't have himI| would of
went out of my mnd. But he wasn't what you'd say a good baby,
he was a cranky baby, and | think he kept ne so busy that |
didn't have time to worry.

How | ong was your husband in jail?

The sane amount of days as there was nenbers, twenty-
ei ght days.

The worst twenty-eight days of your life.

Right. Well when we left themdown there when | cane
home | imediately wote a letter dowm to the doctor who was
not there when we were there. | wote to himso that he'd get
the letter and he inmmedi ately answered and he told ne he'd
keep in close contact. Well to make a long story short it was
exactly six weeks later that | got a letter fromhimand he
said that, "There are no synptons whatsoever of tubercul osis
in either one of vyour daughters. Fl our oscope, any
exam nations and tests, they were all negative and | woul d
suggest that you cone down and take them out as quickly as
possi ble to give sonmeone who needs the room a chance to get
it." W went right down and brought them hone and that was
one of the happiest days. But Pearl was always -- she has

bronchitis and sinus trouble. And | renenber this state
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nurse, she was very indignent. She said, "She has, | don't
care what they say down there, she has!" | still have the
letters, | treasure them

| renmenber when we were going to take her down |
cashed the insurance policy. In those days sone of the
things you had to do would be that and | had done that. Thi s
young fellow we called in fromthe insurance conpany, | showed
himthe letters that | got fromthe doctor and he said on the
strengt hof these you can get any amount of insurance on them
that you want. You don't need to worry that anybody coul d
contradict that this is the truth if you have those letters.
So at that time | took out nore insurance on them you know,
and then when they got married | gave themto them They were
only nickel or ten cent policies but they were a little bit.

It's amazing what people can live through and still
enjoy life.

It really, really is. | think you get hardened to
such an extent that al nost struggle don't bother you too much.
If it does you wilt under it and |I've wilted.

You don't look very wilted. You look in pretty good

shape.





